
Case report 



Tumor cell dormancy hypothesis   

 Recurrence after long intervals of remission (decades)

 Remaining tiny sources of tumor cells in the body („occult metastasis“)

 More patients in remission have detectable CTCs than are at statistical risk 
for recurrence

 Only a portion of patients with CTCs will develop recurrence

 Limited life span of CTCs, process of constant cell death and replication 

 CTCs can be repeatedly detected in dormancy patients at steady low levels, 
(may at some point negative)

 Increase of CTC-markers may indicate relapse
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