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The multrdlsclplmary approach at Step 1
- diagnosis - -
The diagnosis of cancer is too serlous a i
diagnosis to be left to the pathologist alone.
 The treating physician, the diagnostic = =
radiologist, and the laboratory speclalrsts
‘have a s1gn1ficant role in makmg the
dlagn051s
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The multldlsmplmary approach at Step 1
. diagnosis ' |
The diagnosis of cancer should always be
~ confirmed by other pathologlsts :
 The final diagnosis should not be made
before the pathologists and the treating
physician discuss the diagnosis.
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The multldlsmplmary approach at Step 1
55 dlagn051s |
When the pathologlcal d1agnos1s does not
coincide with the clinical profile of the
~disease, it should be challenged. o
In makmg a diagnosis, the hlstopathologlcal |
~expression of the disease is no longer
enough. The molecular and biological profile
- of the disease should be clearly delineated
'because the latter has a direct impact on the,
= ch01ce of the treatment plan
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The multldlsc1p11nary approach at Step 1
.- diagnosis |
The technology for dellneatmg the nature of
 the blologlcal profile of cancer is only |
available in a few medical centers. There is

~an acute need to develop this technology all
over the world )25 1637 .
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The multldlsmphnary approach at Step 2
o stagmg |
A defimtlve dlagn031s and prec1se stage are a
must for the de31gn of proper strategy. e
~ Stage is only precise after a thorough
evaluatlon is done
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| The multldrscrphnary approach at Step 2
stagrng
~ . In most patlents a thorough evaluatron may |
necessitate expensive diagnostic imaging
~ studies like PET scans, MRI and tomography
. studies which are lrmrted by 1nsurance and
| government rules. :
Stage is rarely precise if the dragnostrc |
- radiologist does not discuss and review the
5 findrngs wrth the treat1ng physrcran |
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| The multldlsmplmary approach at Step 2
stagmg |
. .. The findings of the dlfferent 1mag1ng studleS'
done on a patient should eventually be e
~ stitched together by one single radiologist.
If a finding on imaging studies has a direct
~impact on the choice of therapy, it has to be
confirmed by pathological diagnosis. |

Artoi Oct. 2013 ' o ' = AT ' o | s ' - 12zl






| The multldlsmphnary approach at Step 3
treatment
- The strategy of therapy should only be
designed after the confirmation of the A
_ diagnosis and the completlon of the staglng
. process. |
Design of strategy should then be made by a
group of experts from dlagnostlc radiology,
- pathology, medical oncology, surglcal |
5 oncology and radlatlon oncology
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| The multrdrscrplmary approach at Step 3
treatment
~+ . This group should physrcally meet and
review all radiological and pathologrcal
 material relating to the patient.
The most common mistake made in cancer
therapy is that these multidisciplinary
consultations are usually done sequentrally
| whereby the patrent sees every expert alone;
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The multrdrscrplmary approach at Step 3
~ ‘treatment |
-+ . The key to the success of the
multidisciplinary approach is to make a4
~ certain that there is one leader in the group,
~and that leader should be the treatrng
physician,
The expert group who formulates the
- strategy of therapy should reconvene
. regularly at every turn of treatment and
_after completing every phase of therapy.
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The multldlsmplmary approach at Step 3
treatment
At all times the group experts should be |
posted as to the progress of the patient.
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o -The major objectlve is to make S
‘sure that the patient is receiving
 the best treatment that would
~ provide him w1th the best chance =
~_ for cure. L

. This approach prov1des the
~ patient with the psychological
- comfort and peace he needs.
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The objectlve of multldlsmplmary
~_approach
e b s1gn1ficant1y reduces the nsk of
' making errors in treatment.
It strengthens the bond of trust
~ between the doctor and the
i patlent Tl -- :
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